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Local family seeks assistance with medical expenses
By Scott Aust saust@gctelegram.com  Apr 27, 2015

For more than a year, Shelby and Caitlyn Hanneman have struggled to find answers for Caitlyn’s health
issues, which have taken them to doctors in Kansas City, Texas and now Arizona.

Since April, Caitlyn has been seeking treatment at Envita Medical Center in Scottsdale, Ariz., a leader in
advanced integrative medicine that treats a broad range of conditions using personalized conventional
medicine, research-based alternative medicine and homeopathic treatments.

“We are working with a team of doctors to treat Caitlyn’s Lyme disease and the other bacterial and viral
infections,” Shelby Hanneman said.

Treatment and travel costs have been high. Insurance has covered some of the expense, but not all of it.
As a result, the couple has opened a Go Fund Me online account — www.gofundme.com/Hanneman —
seeking donations form those willing to help them cover the cost of treatments.

As of Monday afternoon, a total of $4,000 had been raised.

“The community has really helped us. They’ve been amazing. We will never, ever be able to express how
grateful we are for the support the community has given us,” Shelby Hanneman said.

The Hannemans have lived in Holcomb for more than five years. Caitlyn graduated from Holcomb High
School in 2005, while Shelby graduated from Garden City High School in 2004. Shelby Hanneman works
for the City of Garden City. Caitlyn has been unable to work full time since September 2014. The family
has two children, Marsae, 5, and Azlynn, 4.
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It’s been a long ordeal for the family.

In May 2014, Caitlyn sought treatment for progressively worsening symptoms. Two months of
inconclusive test results led to diagnosis and treatment of Irritable Bowel Syndrome, followed by an
unsuccessful month of drugs and worsening health.

Shelby said at some point in his wife’s life, Caitlyn was infected with Lyme disease, which is a bacterial
infection that wreaks havoc throughout her body, presenting lots of different symptoms. People with it
tend to get diagnosed with other things quite a bit.

Basically, Shelby said, Caitlyn was misdiagnosed with IBS and her true diagnosis is Lyme disease.

Doctors are now working to kill the infection and build up her immune system.

Last summer, Caitlyn had a colonoscopy and EEG scope before being referred to a gastrointestinal
specialist in Pratt who discovered that her gall bladder had inexplicably stopped functioning.

In early November, Caitlyn had surgery to remove the gall bladder but surgery was difficult, according to
Shelby, and led to more hospitalizations for abdominal pain, uncontrollable vomiting and dehydration.

In late December, Caitlyn had another inconclusive colonoscopy and EEG scope, and saw an
endocrinologist and OB/GYN at the University of Kansas Medical Center. She was referred to another
gastroenterologist in Amarillo, Texas, who ran more lab tests in February but insurance denied coverage
for a wireless capsule endoscopy.

In March, Caitlyn continued losing weight and developed sinusitis. An emergency room visit triggered a
horrible reaction, and Caitlyn was admitted to St. Catherine Hospital, where doctors and nurses
monitored her liver enzymes and flushed her system.

“Because of muscle spasm, bone and joint pain, extreme weakness and exhaustion and the original
digestion issues and unintentional extreme weight loss, the gastroenterologist in Amarillo suspected
meningitis or porphyria, referring us to yet another gastroenterologist in Scottsdale (Ariz.),” Shelby wrote
in an email to the Telegram.

Shelby said the family was desperate to find answers and unwilling to pursue the same failed methods.
So Caitlyn is now at the Envita Clinic for the chronically ill in Scottsdale, where doctors have developed a
personalized treatment plan to deal with all the viruses, bacteria and toxins. Shelby said Caitlyn is
receiving both traditional and natural medicine.

“The quality of care here is phenomenal. We really feel like we’re in the best place,” Shelby said.

The Hannemans have been in Arizona since the beginning of April. They anticipate Caitlyn will stay at the
clinic through the end of June. Caitlyn’s mother will go to Arizona sometime next week, so Shelby can
return home for a while.

Shelby said Caitlyn is keeping her spirits up. He said the experience has affected Caitlyn emotionally and
physically in many ways, but anyone who has met Caitlyn knows she is a resilient person.

“With the treatments and what we’re doing here, we’re hoping that in the future she’ll be able to have a
normal life, have a job, help take care of the kids and be normal,” he said.
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Those interested in sending cards or letters to Caitlyn may send them to 14145 N. 92nd Street #1083,
Scottsdale, AZ 85260.


